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 Decembe� - Gloriou� 
 Dates that you need to know: 
 > 12/8 - Our first presentation in the PAC  - Chainsaws, Cheeseburgers and Rock 
 N’ Roll - A big thanks to the PTA! 
 > 12/23 - Third Grade Sing Along in the PAC 
 > 12/23 Dismissal at 10:35 

 Reading 
 We are well underway in our Nonfiction unit.  We began by identifying all the 

 various text features that we find in our Social Studies textbook. The children 
 are learning to identify main ideas through the use of text features such as 
 headings and subheadings. They are learning to identify and use topic sentences 
 of paragraphs as well to determine important details, and to know where 
 paragraphs begin and end. This work that we are doing in our reading lessons 
 supports our writing lessons as the children begin their information writing. 

 Did you know that your child’s oral language development supports their 
 reading comprehension development? Making space and time for conversation 
 really matters, whether it be at the dinner table or on a car ride. One of the 
 ways that you can do this at home is to ask questions that require more than a 
 quick one-word answer. Try asking: What did you notice? What does that remind 
 you of? Why do you think that happened? Can you describe it for me so I can 
 picture it in my mind? 

 Math 
 We have finished up with topic 5 -  Fluently Multiply and Divide within 100 

 and the kids are doing very nicely with multiplication and division.  We practice 
 daily and that will continue throughout the year.  We started topic 6 -  Connect 
 Area to Multiplication and Division  right after Thanksgiving and the kids are 
 demonstrating a clear understanding of area by counting the units and through 
 multiplication.  We will be tackling the area of irregular shapes and the kids will 
 probably experience some level of frustration with that, but they’ll get it. 
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 Spatially, it can be hard to look at a figure and break it into two or three figures 
 to find the total area.  If your kiddo experiences any frustration with that, don’t 
 worry, as it is normal.  During the week of the 13th, the kids will take the topic 6 
 assessment and I’ll end the week practicing with regrouping, specifically 
 subtracting across zeros and we will delve into perimeter.  The week of the 20th, 
 we’ll start topic 7 -  Represent and Interpret Data  and we’ll finish that in 2022 - 
 YIKES! 

 Social Studies 
 We have been combining our nonfiction reading work with our Social Studies 

 learning about the Wampanoag way of life. Next, we will be focusing on the 
 explorers who came to this land, followed by the Pilgrims. The children are 
 fascinated with this period of history and excited about continuing this learning 
 on our field trip to Plimoth Patuxet in February. More information will be sent 
 home about the field trip after the holiday break! 

 Science 
 I am happy to say that we have started the weather unit.  There are lots of 

 labs/experiments that go with this topic and they really do function to deepen 
 the level of understanding that the kids experience.  A focus in this unit is for 
 the kids to really think about and make connections with regard to how weather 
 can affect homes, buildings, environment, etc.  We will be working on weather 
 through to the end of January. 

 Writing 
 The children have published their personal narratives.  They are now 

 beginning the process of creating a piece of information writing. We began with 
 time for brainstorming possible topics -- ones the children felt they knew a lot 
 about. Next, they settled on a topic and are beginning to break it down into 
 “boxes” (main ideas) and “bullets” (supporting details). They are excited with the 
 idea of writing about what they know! 
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 Social Learning 
 -”  Feeling different, especially as a kid, can be tough. But in the same way 

 that different types of plants and flowers make a garden more beautiful and 
 enjoyable, different types of people make our world more vibrant and wonderful.” 
 - Sonia Sotomayer (U.S. Supreme Court Justice), author of  Just Ask. 
 The children listened to the story,  Just Ask  . They heard 
 about children with all sorts of challenges (for example, Diabetes, Blindness, 
 ADHD, Autism, Dyslexia). They heard how those children can also have special 
 powers and talents. In the story, the kids work together to build a community 
 garden, asking questions of each other along the way. 

 We followed up with a lively discussion regarding asking questions about 
 people who might be different and why it is important to understand differences. 
 When we come across someone who is different from us but we’re not sure why, 
 all we have to do is  Just Ask  . Being able to understand our differences is the 
 first step in building tolerance and empathy. 

 They said it... 

 The kids can make comments that are quite funny, so you’ll find their comments 
 featured here. 

 ★  Talking about being an expert, “There are two things that I’ll never be an 
 expert at: cleaning and organizing.” 

 ★  With regard to a test result, “I did that good?  I’m gonna go home and 
 celebrate tonight.” 
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